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Committee Membership: Councillors Carson Albury (Chairman), Brian Coomber, David 
Lambourne 
 

 
Agenda 

 
Part A 
 
1.  Declarations of Substitutions 

 
Members are invited to declare any substitutions. 
 

2.  Declarations of Interest 
 
Members and Officers are invited to make any declarations of disclosable pecuniary 
interests that they may have in relation to any items on this Agenda.  The declaration 
should refer both to the nature of the interest as well as its existence. 
 
Members and Officers may seek advice upon any relevant interest from the 
Monitoring Officer prior to the meeting. 
 
Any substitute members should declare their substitution. 
 

3.  Public Question Time 
 

Members of the public are invited to ask questions or make statements about any 
matter for which the Council has a responsibility or which affects the District. The 
Chairman has discretion to limit questions and statements to general policy unless in 
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relation to matters on the remainder of this agenda. 
 

4.  Items Raised Under Urgency Provisions 
 
To consider any items the Chairman of the meeting considers to be urgent. 
 

5.  Procedure 
 
To agree the procedure, copy attached as item 5 
 

6.  Discretionary Rate Relief – Mr James Lowe (SOLD) 
 
To consider a report by CenSus, copy attached as item 6 
 

 
Part B - Not for Publication – Exempt Information Reports 
 
 
None 
 
 
For Democratic Services enquiries relating 
to this meeting please contact: 
 
Chris Cadman-Dando 
Democratic Services Officer 
01903 221364 
chris.cadman-dando@adur-worthing.gov.uk 
 

For Legal Services enquiries relating 
to this meeting please contact: 
 
Michele Wilkinson 
Solicitor  
01903 221030 
Michele.wilkinson@adur-worthing.gov.uk 

 
Duration of the Meeting: Four hours after the commencement of the meeting the 
Chairperson will require the meeting to consider if it wishes to continue. A vote will 
be taken and a simple majority in favour will be necessary for the meeting to 
continue. 
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Procedure for the Licensing Regulatory Sub Committee - Rate Relief Appeals 
 
1. Chairperson to introduce everyone. 

 
2. Chairperson to explain procedure. 

 
3. Officers to explain the background to the Council’s case. 

 
4. Appellant (or representative) to ask any questions of the Officers. 

 
5. Sub-Committee Members to ask any questions of the Officers. 

 
6. Appellant (or representative) to outline grounds for appeal. 

 
7. Officers to ask any question of Appellant (or representative). 

 
8. Sub-Committee Members to ask any question of Appellant (or representative). 

 
9. Officers and Appellant to be offered opportunity of last word (in this order). 

 
10. Officers and Appellant to be asked to leave room while Sub-Committee Members, 

with legal advisor, come to a decision.  (If a point of clarification necessary, both 
parties to be invited back). 
 

11. Officers and Appellant to be asked to return to hear decision, or be advised when 
decision will be made. 
 

12. Decision confirmed in writing within five working days. 
 

 
Rules of natural justice apply. 
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Agenda Item 6  
 
 
 

Ward: St Mary’s 
 

 
Discretionary Rate Relief – Mr James Lowe (SOLD) 
 
Report by the CenSus Revenues Manager 
 
1.0 Summary 
 
1.1 This report sets out the details of an application for discretionary rate relief by Mr 

James Lowe on behalf of SOLD (Shoreham Opportunities for Learning Disabilities), 
which was determined by the Cabinet Member for Resources. The applicant wishes 
to appeal against this decision to the Licensing Regulatory Sub Committee.  

 
2.0 Background 
 
2.1 This application for discretionary rate relief was dated 15th December 2013 

requesting discretionary rate relief from 4th November 2013. A copy of the 
application is attached as Annex A. 

 
2.2 Based on the returned application SOLD scored a total of +2 on Adur District 

Council’s discretionary relief scoring matrix. A copy of the completed scoring matrix 
is attached as Annex B. 

 
2.2.1 Under Adur District Council’s discretionary relief policy, for charity shops a score of 

+2 will equal 10% relief.  
 
2.3 The relevant extract from the report by the CenSus Head of Revenues and Benefits 

which was considered by the Cabinet Member for Resources is attached in Annex 
C. (The application was considered by the Cabinet Member for Resources as 
application number 2 on 20th March 2014). 

 
2.3.1 This application for Discretionary Relief was determined by the Cabinet Member for 

Resources on 20th March 2014 (Ref no: RES/018/13-14).  
 
2.3.2 The Cabinet Member for Resources determined to grant 10% discretionary rate 

relief for the financial year 2013/14. The period of this relief is from 4th November 
2013 – 31st March 2014. Copies of the Record of these Decisions are attached as 
Annex D.  

 
2.4 SOLD took over the premises on 15th October 2013, however did not occupy 

premises until 4th November 2013. As SOLD was a non-profit making social 
enterprise prior to it becoming a registered charity on 14th February 2014, the 
appellant is not eligible for 80% mandatory charitable relief prior to this date.  

2.5 The current rate relief in award for SOLD is: 
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 15.10.13– 04.11.13: no relief as premise empty. 

 04.11.13 – 14.02.14: 10% discretionary relief only as not eligible for mandatory as 
not a registered charity. 

 14.02.14 – 31.03.14: 80% mandatory & 10% discretionary as SOLD became 
registered charity on 14.02.14.  

 
2.6  As the appellant is not eligible for 80% mandatory charitable relief, the appellant is 

appealing that 10% discretionary rate relief has been awarded and not 100% 
discretionary rate relief.  A copy of letter dated 27th May 2014 detailing the 
applicants appeal is attached as Annex E. 

 
2.7 Adur District Council’s Discretionary Rate Relief policy is to award 10% relief for 

charity shops which score 2 on the scoring matrix. 
 
2.7.1 Adur District Council has the discretion to award 100% discretionary rate relief on 

the grounds of hardship.  
 
2.7.2 80% Mandatory Charitable Relief cannot be awarded for a non-profit making social 

enterprise prior to it becoming a registered charity.   
 
2.8 If 100% discretionary relief is awarded for the period the premises was empty this 

would cost £412.93. 
 
2.8.1 If an additional 90% discretionary relief is awarded for the period 04.11.13 – 

14.02.14 when SOLD were in occupation, but not a registered charity this would 
cost £1859.14.  

 
2.8.2 If an additional 10% discretionary relief is awarded from 14th February 2014 when 

SOLD became a registered charity this would cost £94.98. 
 
2.9 As the budget for 2013/14 is closed any additional relief would be from the current 

financial year’s budget. The 2014/15 budget is currently approximately £4,000 in 
deficit. 

 
3.0 Legal 
 
3.1 As set out in the attached report by the CenSus Head of Revenues and Benefits. 
 
4.0 Financial implications 
 
4.1 As set out in the attached report by the CenSus Head of Revenues and Benefits. 
 
5.0 Recommendation 

 
5.1 The Licensing Regulatory Sub Committee is asked to consider and determine the 

level of discretionary rate relief for this application. 
 
Local Government Act 1972  
Background Papers: 
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Record of Decision and Report for RES/018/13-14 Rate Relief Applications. 
 
Contact Officer: 
 
Sarah Edmonds 
CenSus Revenues Team Manager 
Adur District Council 
01403 215548 
Sarah.edmonds@centralsussex.gov.uk  
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Schedule of Other Matters 
[To be completed on all reports. If no issues are identified under a heading then it should 

read "Matter considered and no issues identified."] 
 
1.0 Council Priority 
 
1.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
2.0 Specific Action Plans 
 
2.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
3.0 Sustainability Issues 
 
3.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
4.0 Equality Issues 
 
4.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
5.0 Community Safety Issues (Section 17) 
 
5.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
6.0 Human Rights Issues 
 
6.1 [Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
7.0 Reputation 
 
7.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
8.0 Consultations 
 
8.1 None undertaken. 
 
9.0 Risk Assessment 
 
9.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
10.0 Health & Safety Issues 
 
10.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
11.0 Procurement Strategy 
 
11.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
 
12.0 Partnership Working 
12.1 Matter considered and no issues identified. 
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